
 “Romanian librarians are professionals working very hard with 
limited resources to maintained the highest level of service 
possible.[...] Their service could be made even more e�cient, if they 
had a network in which to share ideas and resources” (Amery, 2005)

Could the Internet be that network needed by librarians in order to 
unite them?  The authors try to answer this question by presenting 
an overview of the existing online presence of librarians; describing, 
evaluating, and comparing the Romanian websites and the web 2.0 
tools used by librarians to disseminate actual professional 
information.  An emphasis is on the community of librarians that 
seeks ways of fostering communication among its members 
through blogs, movies, and e-mail lists, as professional tools for 
helping the technically inexperienced librarians.
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A literature review on the importance of Web 2.0 and its tools for 
professional training of librarians was done. Exploration of the Web 
for professional activities of Romanian librarians took place during 
the past year. The presented web pages were discovered by using 
di�erent search engines, following all hot links on known existing 
web pages, and by formal and informal inquiries addressed to 
fellow librarians. Moreover, the authors actively participated on and 
contributed to some of the presented sites.
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Romanian librarians are modest participants in Web 2.0 world: a 
small number of blogs, of librarians' virtual communities, of active 
forums. Even though this represents a rather  conservative attitude 
towards the dynamism of the information society, the presence of 
Romanian librarians “online” is opening new and needed 
professional ways of communication and networking. Communities 
built around important ideas like Open Source,  sharing, discussing, 
collaborating, grow continuously and, by doing so, they foster the 
beginning of the so needed unifying network. 

CONCLUSIONS

Number of  blogs/100 people

In the Romanian blogosphere there are two librarians' communities 
that developed themselves online;  currently they are the main 
informal communication venues for librarians on the Internet.

Kosson is a community of LIS professionals created in 2005. They use 
open-source and free software to create an information node for their 
fellow LIS professionals. Kosson community sustain open source and 
free software usage and development, open-access movement, open 
standards and open formats. They aim to establish a South-East 
European Knowledge Network. Members: 24 (not all writers on blog).

ProLibro was started by 3 librarians in 2007 as a blog open to anybody 
from Romanian librarians community. Every contributor is free to post 
what he/she feels is appropriate. ProLibro managed to unite library 
professionals from all over Romanian but also Republic of Moldova, 
Spain, Italy and United States. Members: 32 (that posted at least once 
on the blog).

RMKE

newslettermailing list

ABR

blogcalendar updated

ANBPR

online learningdocument center

ABIR

Romanian Libraries and Professional Associations

 

 

Public library

Academic library

School library

Special library

LIS faculty

LIS student

Where do ProLibro members work or study?

An analysis of 2007 statistics present the ABR, Kosson and ProLibro blogs in perspective. The 2008 statistics for these blogs were 
unavailable but their administrators reported signi�cant increases of popularity.
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ABR - Romanian Librarians Association
ANBPR - National Association of Librarians and Public Libraries 
from Romania
ABBNR - Association of Librarians from Romanian National Library
ABIDOR - Association of Romanian Librarians and Documentarists
RBKE - Romanian-Hungarian Librarians Association
ABIR - Romanian Education Librarians Association (became part of 
ABR)
CNB - National Commission for Libraries (decisional forum)
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In Romania the informational society has become, courtesy of the UE, a priority of the Romanian government; thus the Ministry of 
Communication and Information Technology invests primarily in the physical informational infrastructure. The growth in access 
points and broadband is visible however the Web 2.0 usage is still behind. 

The Romanian library system has 12,456 administrative units and 80 branches that serve a population of around 22 millions. LIS 
education is, by tradition, close related to language and literature studies.  The Internet access in libraries di�er greatly. Global 
Libraries program that is bringing Internet access in public libraries is new in Romania and plans to make a di�erence. However,  are 
librarians prepared for this technological challenge?  

Two discussion lists serve the Romanian librarians. Biblos, started in 1998, is hosted by Iasi University library and has 474 members. 
The Romanian-Hungarian Librarians Association created a yahoo group in 2001; it currently has 101 subscribers .

The list of facilities provided by the professional associations presents an image of the general low interest in using the web tools. 
Even though they are present online (through a web page), most associations are not actively using the Internet, or just starting to.

Librarians’ blogs are: personal, professional and 
library blogs, and are more than 21. The personal or 
library blogs do not have librarians as primary 
target audience so they only occasionally touch 
upon speci�c professional information.

Even though LIS related blogs in Romanian started 
in 2005 with DoRo and DoXY (not updated 
anymore) the number of blogs did not grew as 
expected. Two blogs  are  speci�cally addressing 
cataloging and indexing subjects. There are two 
blogs targeting speci�c types of librarians: 
academic and school librarians.

A di�erent category of blogs are the ones 
maintained by professional associations. ABIR blog 
was the �rst one, created in 2006, and transferred 
to the new ABR blog in 2007. Both ABR and ANBPR 
blogs have more or less regular updates however 
they do not encourage readers participation. 

The diagram on the right represents the connec-
tion between di�erent blogs given by the web links 
from their blogroll or posts. 
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